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7KLV�JXLGH�JLYHV�EDVLF� LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�PDNLQJ�D�:LOO�� � ,W�H[SODLQV�VRPH�RI� WKH� WKLQJV�

\RX�QHHG�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�DQG�WKH�VWHSV�\RX�PLJKW�WDNH�WR�JHW�\RXU�:LOO�MXVW�DV�\RX�ZDQW�LW��

7KH� JXLGH� KDV� EHHQ� SURGXFHG� E\� :HVVH[� 0HGLFDO� 5HVHDUFK�� WKH� OHDGLQJ� PHGLFDO���������

UHVHDUFK�FKDULW\�LQ�WKH�:HVVH[�UHJLRQ��WKDW� LV��+DPSVKLUH�DQG�WKH�,VOH�RI�:LJKW��'RUVHW��

6RXWK��:LOWVKLUH�DQG�WKH�&KDQQHO�,VODQGV� 

 

,Q�SDUWLFXODU��LW�H[SODLQV�KRZ�D�EHTXHVW�LQ�\RXU�:LOO�FDQ�EHQHILW�ORFDO�PHGLFDO�UHVHDUFK�DQG�

HQDEOH�GRFWRUV�DQG�VFLHQWLVWV�WR�ZRUN�IRU�EHWWHU�KHDOWK�DFURVV�WKH�:HVVH[�UHJLRQ���0RUH�

DQG�PRUH� SHRSOH� DUH� UHPHPEHULQJ� FKDULWLHV� LQ� WKHLU�:LOOV� DQG�PDQ\� VXFK� EHQHIDFWRUV�

ZLVK� WKDW� WKHLU�JLIW�ZLOO�EH�XVHG� IRU� WKH�EHQHILW�RI� WKHLU� ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�� �2I�FRXUVH��\RX�

QHHG� WR� WKLQN�RI� IDPLO\�DQG� IULHQGV�EXW�DGGLQJ�D�FKDULW\� LQWR�\RXU�:LOO� LV�HDV\�DQG� LW�ZLOO�

EULQJ�JUHDW�EHQHILW� 

 

6LPSOH� ODQJXDJH� KDV� EHHQ� XVHG� WKURXJKRXW� WKLV� JXLGH� WR� VKRZ� WKDW� PDNLQJ� D�:LOO� LV�����

XVXDOO\� VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�� � +RZHYHU�� LW� FDQQRW� FRYHU� HYHU\� DVSHFW� RI� WKH� VXEMHFW� DQG���������

GLIIHUHQW� SHRSOH� KDYH� GLIIHUHQW� QHHGV�� VR� \RX� PXVW� VSHDN� WR� D� SURIHVVLRQDO� DGYLVRU�

�XVXDOO\�D�VROLFLWRU��DFFRXQWDQW�RU�EDQN�RIILFLDO��ZKHQ�\RX�PDNH�\RXU�:LOO� 



:K\�PDNH�D�:LOO" 
The only way to be sure that your wishes are carried out after you die is to make a 

Will.  If you don’t, your money and possessions may go to people who you   

never intended to benefit and inheritance tax could be collected by the        

government.  Although you may think that everything will pass to a near     

relative, without a Will you cannot be sure of this and it will be more difficult 

for those left behind to sort  everything out.  A Will is a legal document which 

sets out exactly what you want to happen to your possessions after your 

death.  

 

:KDW�LI�,�GRQ·W�PDNH�D�:LOO" 
If you have no Will, the law will decide what happens to everything you owned 

(your estate).  This can take a long time, cause distress to your family and cost 

a great deal of money which will probably come out of your estate.  It could 

end up costing much more than the simple step of writing a Will. 

Everybody should make a Will. 

 

6XUHO\�RQO\�ROG�SHRSOH�QHHG�:LOOV" 
Unfortunately we cannot be certain when we will die.  We all know about tragic 

cases of people who are killed in accidents or die young.  As soon as you have 

any responsibilities, for a spouse, partner, children or others, you need a Will.  

Over half of the population have not made Wills.  They really should! 

 

,V�LW�D�GLIILFXOW�SURFHVV" 
Making a Will is simple, quick and inexpensive when done by a solicitor.  

You can make your own will using a form bought from a shop but, although 

this will be cheaper, it can be very risky: if anything is wrong (important       

details missing, wrong signatures and so on) then it may take a long time to 

sort out after your death and cost a considerable sum.  The best action is to 

use a professional, who will know what a Will should contain and will be able 

to make it fit your circumstances and wishes. That way, you will be giving 

yourself peace of mind as well as looking after those you love. 

 

What if I don’t know any solicitors? 



:KDW�GR�,�QHHG�WR�WKLQN�DERXW" 
Perhaps the best starting point is to list everything you own; that is, your assets.  

When you die, your assets are called your “estate”.  You might own a house, 

have some savings, pension or insurance policies.  Investments, valuables and 

jewellery all count too.  There might be favourite possessions which have little 

monetary value but you would like somebody to have for sentimental reasons.  

You might also want to leave instructions about funeral arrangements.  If you 

have children, it is important to think who would look after them if you and your 

spouse or partner both die before the children are 18.  Whilst this seems        

unlikely, it does happen and a Will protects your children and makes sure they 

are looked after as you would wish. 

 

:KR�PDNHV�VXUH�P\�ZLVKHV�DUH�FDUULHG�RXW" 
You need to name executors in your Will.  These are the people who make sure 

that all the instructions in the Will are carried out.  You can choose whoever you 

want but it is best to think of family members or friends who are reasonably 

business-minded and then consider adding a professional such as a solicitor or 

accountant.  It is usually best to have more than one executor – perhaps two 

family members and a solicitor. 

 

:KDW�DERXW�WD[" 
Under current legislation, you can leave everything you own to your husband, 

wife or civil partner without paying tax.  This applies only to married couples 

and those in civil partnerships but not to people who are just living together as 

husband and wife or as partners.  Inheritance tax is assessed once your estate 

(everything you own) is valued.  If the total is above a certain amount (the 

threshold), inheritance tax will have to be paid.  The threshold is changed      

regularly and is normally announced in the government’s budget every year.  

When this leaflet was written (Spring 2016), inheritance tax was payable at 40% 

on everything over £325,000.  Whilst that may seem a high figure, many people 

in the south of England have seen the value of their house rise in recent years 

and, added to savings and other possessions, they may find their estate is worth 

more than they had first imagined.  There are ways to reduce any liability to               

inheritance tax.  One of the best is to make a gift to charity. 

 



+RZ�PXFK�VKRXOG�,�JLYH�WR�FKDULW\" 
Giving to charity is a very personal matter.  Many people favour local charities.  

You might want to give a specific amount of money or you might prefer to share 

out your estate between different members of your family, friends and charities.  

Another possibility is to leave specific sums to your family and friends first and 

leave the rest (the residue) to charity.  Whatever you give to charities will be free 

of inheritance tax and will reduce the tax bill on your total estate.  Many      

charities rely heavily on gifts from Wills.   

 

Remember, a legacy of even 

£1,000 can make a real difference 

to a charity. 

 
 
 

'RHV�WKH�FKDULW\·V�
QDPH�JR�LQ�WKH�:LOO" 
It is best to choose specific   

charities, rather than use a gen-

eral phrase such as “for medical 

research” or “for breast cancer research”.  By putting a name and, if possible, 

the charity’s registered number (see the end of this leaflet) you can be sure your 

gift will go exactly where you want it.  You can even tell the charity that they are 

in your Will, if you want to. 

 

 
 

+RZ�FDQ�,�WUXVW�WKH�FKDULW\�ZLWK�P\�PRQH\" 
Registered charities have to work within the law and are overseen by the Charity 

Commission.  We will be happy to send you copies of our accounts and a list of 

our trustees who make sure the funds are used properly.  Alternatively, you can 

visit our website www.wesmed.org.uk for more information.   

 



:KDW�HOVH�FRXOG�,�GR" 
There are many ways of arranging your affairs in addition to a simple Will.  For 

example, there are trusts that can be used to hold money for the benefit of your 

children when they are old enough, or to make payments to charities after you 

have died.  You must take professional advice if you want to set up a trust.  You 

can appoint somebody to act as an attorney, to safeguard you and your interests 

if you begin to lose your mental capacity.  This is a simple step and a good       

protection as you get older. 

 

+RZ�GR�,�FKDQJH�P\�:LOO" 
As soon as something in your life changes, think about your Will.  You might 

want to give more to your children, or include a new charity.  If a friend or       

relative for whom you have made a bequest in your Will dies before you, then you 

will need to decide what happens to their share of your estate.  You do not have 

to write a whole new Will.  A simple extra clause can be made in a document 

called a codicil to bring your Will up to date.  Getting married or remarried        

(or entering a civil partnership), however, will invalidate all previous Wills as well 

as possibly affecting your previously expressed wishes.  Once again, it is wise to 

ask a professional to help write the new Will so that there is no confusion and to       

ensure that the document is legal. 

 

:KDW�QH[W" 
· make a resolution to yourself that you will write a Will! 

· find an advisor, then do it. 

· if you already have a Will, find your copy and make sure it is up to date. 

 
A Will is not a gloomy thing – it’s to give you and your loved ones peace of mind. 
 



³:HVVH[�0HGLFDO�5HVHDUFK�SURYLGHG�P\�UHVHDUFK�ZLWK�D�PXFK�QHHGHG�
VSULQJERDUG� VKRUWO\� DIWHU� ,� MRLQHG� 6RXWKDPSWRQ� DV� D� OHFWXUHU�� � 7KHLU�
IXQGV�SDLG�IRU�D�SDUW-WLPH�UHVHDUFK�DVVLVWDQW�IRU�D�RQH�\HDU�SHULRG�ZKLFK�
ZDV�YLWDO� IRU�JHWWLQJ�P\� UHVHDUFK�RII� WKH�JURXQG�� �7KLV� LQHYLWDEO\� OHG� WR�
WKH� JHQHUDWLRQ� RI� SLORW� GDWD� WKDW� SDYHG� WKH�ZD\� IRU� ELJJHU� JUDQWV� DQG��
VWXGHQWVKLSV�� � 7KHLU� VXSSRUW� HQDEOHG� PH� WR� EXLOG� D� UHVHDUFK� WHDP� RI�
\RXQJ�GHGLFDWHG�VFLHQWLVWV�DQG�IRU�WKLV�,�DP�DOZD\V�JUDWHIXO�� 
'U�$PULW�0XGKHU 
$VVRFLDWH�3URIHVVRU��1HXURVFLHQFHV� 
� 

³$V� D� QHZ� OHFWXUHU�� ,� ZDV� IRUWXQDWH� WR� UHFHLYH� WZR� :05� LQQRYDWLRQ�
JUDQWV� RYHU� WKUHH� \HDUV� WR� ORRN� DW� VHOI-DVVHPEOLQJ� PDWHULDOV� IRU� ERQH���������
UHSDLU� DQG� WKH� GHYHORSPHQWDO� RULJLQV� RI� ERQH� IRUPDWLRQ�� � 7KHVH� WZR�
JUDQWV�ZHUH�IXQGDPHQWDO�LQ�P\�HDUO\�UHVHDUFK�ZRUN�HQDEOLQJ�PH�WR�XVH�
WKH� GDWD� JHQHUDWHG� WR� DSSO\�� VXFFHVVIXOO\�� IRU� VXEVWDQWLDO� UHVHDUFK���
IXQGLQJ� IURP� WKH�5HVHDUFK�&RXQFLOV� �%%65&�DQG�(365&�� DV�ZHOO� DV�
5HVHDUFK�LQWR�$JHLQJ�� 
,� DP� H[WUHPHO\� JUDWHIXO� WR�:05� IRU� WKLV� IXQGLQJ�� HDUO\� LQ� P\� FDUHHU��
ZKLFK�DLGHG�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�P\�UHVHDUFK�SURJUDPPH�LQ�ERQH�VWHP�
FHOOV�DQG�ERQH�WUDQVODWLRQDO�PHGLFLQH�´ 
5LFKDUG�2�&�2UHIIR 
3URIHVVRU�RI�0XVFXORVNHOHWDO�6FLHQFH 
'LUHFWRU��&HQWUH�IRU�+XPDQ�'HYHORSPHQW��6WHP�&HOOV�DQG�5HJHQHUDWLRQ� 

:KDW�GRHV�:HVVH[�0HGLFDO�5HVHDUFK�GR 
ZLWK�WKH�PRQH\�LW�UHFHLYHV" 

 

As well as funding medical research at Southampton into relevant specific causes, 
we aim in particular to provide start-up grants to early career researchers from our 
Innovation Fund as well as PhD studenthsips  Below is a selection of testimonies 
from recipients of our grants who have subsequently gone on to achieve distinction 
in their chosen field . 

³,� MRLQHG� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 6RXWKDPSWRQ� LQ� ����� DV� D� OHFWXUHU�� DQG�
VRRQ� DIWHU� ,� VWDUWHG� ZDV� OXFN\� HQRXJK� WR� EHQHILW� IURP� D� :HVVH[��
0HGLFDO�5HVHDUFK�,QQRYDWLRQ�*UDQW���7KLV�KDV�HQDEOHG�PH�WR�EXLOG�XS�
D�WHDP�UHVHDUFKLQJ�QHZ�WUHDWPHQWV�IRU�ERQH�IUDFWXUHV��:H�DUH�XVLQJ�
QDQRWHFKQRORJ\�WR�GHOLYHU�GUXJV�WKDW�HQKDQFH�ERQH�JURZWK�WR�DUHDV�
ZKHUH� ERQH� GDPDJH� DV� RFFXUUHG�� � :H� KRSH� WKDW� HYHQWXDOO\� WKLV����������
WUHDWPHQW�ZLOO� EH� XVHG� LQ� SDWLHQWV�� DQG�ZH�DUH� QRZ� LQ� D� SRVLWLRQ� WR�
FRQYLQFH�RWKHU�IXQGHUV�WR�LQYHVW�LQ�XV���1RQH�RI�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�ZRXOG�
KDYH�EHHQ�SRVVLEOH�ZLWKRXW�WKH�KHOS�RI�:HVVH[�0HGLFDO�5HVHDUFK�´ 
 
�'U�1LFN�(YDQV� 
/HFWXUHU�LQ�%LRHQJLQHHULQJ 



0DLOSRLQW���� 
/HYHO�%�6RXWK�$FDGHPLF�%ORFN 
6RXWKDPSWRQ�*HQHUDO�+RVSLWDO 

6RXWKDPSWRQ 
62�����<' 

 
(���HQTXLULHV#ZHVPHG�RUJ�XN 

:���ZZZ�ZHVPHG�RUJ�XN� 

:HVVH[�0HGLFDO�5HVHDUFK 
   �LV�WKH�IXQGUDLVLQJ�QDPH�RI 

:HVVH[�0HGLFDO�7UXVW 
 

5HJLVWHUHG�&KDULW\�1R������� 

D�PHPEHU�RI 


