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PhD STUDENTSHIPS 

Wessex Medical Research (“WMT”) invites bids from potential supervisors (the “Applicant”) for five PhD studentships in a health discipline to be undertaken within the University of Southampton: 
a) One studentship for a total value of £110,000. 
b) A second studentship, co-funded by Rosetrees Trust who will independently review the preferred application.  Reflecting the priorities of Rosetrees Trust, preference will be given to projects involving translational research and those focussing on diseases other than cancer that affect large numbers of patients in the UK.  The total value of this studentship will be £110,000 and the successful Applicant will be responsible for sourcing any additional funds which may be required for consumables. 
c) A third studentship which will be co-funded by the Centre for Cancer Immunology.  This will be limited to applicants working on Cancer Immunology and will be assessed for remit by members of the Centre for Cancer Immunology.  It will be for a total of £120,000 for a 4 year studentship. 
d) A fourth studentship which will be co-funded by the School of Engineering (SoE) within the Faculty of Engineering and Physical Sciences (a ‘Tizard studentship’).  The total amount of the grant will be up to £101,000 and will be awarded in accordance with the prevailing rules for a Tizard studentship.  The Primary Supervisor MUST have an academic appointment in the SoE, the majority of the supervisory load MUST be in the School of Engineering (> 50%, adjusted for joint appointments based on their time/costing appointment split), and the student MUST be registered in the SoE.  Approval from the SoE Director of Graduate School is needed prior to submitting to Wessex
With the exception of c) above, each studentship will last for a period of 3.5 years’ full time study.  All studentships will commence in October 2026 and will cover fees and stipend (as set out on the Application form) payable quarterly in advance and consumables payable as incurred in arrears.  The Applicant will be responsible for using the block funding to pay the student’s stipend and fees for the duration of the grant.  Realistic applications for part time study will be considered. Continuity of payments will be subject to WMT and (in the case of b) above) also Rosetrees Trust receiving an endorsement of the student’s progress during the previous year which is satisfactory to each of us, as appropriate.   
The Applicant must complete the official application form in accordance with its instructions.  The application must be submitted in pdf format.  Only one application may be submitted by any one individual. 
The Applicant must arrange for the relevant Associate Dean for Research (or their nominee) to confirm compliance of the Project with their Faculty’s research programme in an email sent to peter.dawes@wesmed.org.uk 
 
Where relevant, the Applicant must confirm that the NHS National Data opt-out Programme will be adhered to. 
It is essential that the Applicant confirms that the University’s policies on ethics and the treatment of animals (where relevant) will be strictly adhered to.  If no animals are to be involved in the project, this must be clearly stated.  As a member of the Association of Medical Research Charities (“AMRC”), WMT supports the AMRC’s statement on the use of animals in research.  For details please see: http://www.amrc.org.uk/position-statement-on-the-use-of-animals-in-
research 
Applications must be submitted by email to: peter.dawes@wesmed.org.uk to arrive by noon on Wednesday 27th August 2025.  Late applications will not be accepted. 
All applications will be acknowledged and it is the intention that all Applicants will be notified of the outcome by the end of December 2025 or shortly after. 
Our Data Protection Policy is available at www.wesmed.org.uk 
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	Peter Dawes 	 	 	 	 	                           30 June 2025
Trust Director 
	a member of 
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	Wessex Medical Research is the fundraising name of Wessex Medical Trust: Registered Charity No 274839 It supports critical medical research undertaken at University Hospital 
Southampton NHS Foundation Trust and in the greater Wessex region 
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