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Innovation Award Application Form 2026

Please read the following notes in conjunction with the notice issued by Wessex Medical Research for the call you are applying for.

Word limits
Word limits apply to a number of sections of this form.  Any applications received that exceed word limits will be rejected and not taken forward to the next stage of the assessment process.
A single additional page may be used for figures, diagrams, Gantt charts etc.

Outline Budget / Costs
Applicants should note any finance related comments included in the award notification from Wessex Medical Research. 
Applicants are required to use Worktribe, the University Awards Management System. Costings should be entered at least 10 working days’ prior to submission. 
Faculty approval will be required where total costs exceed £10,000. The Research Finance Hub case handler will provide this 5 working days prior to the deadline. 

A one page CV should be inserted at the end of this application
Please insert a copy your CV onto this form. CVs should not be submitted as separate documents. 
Your final application must be submitted as one document in pdf format.
Note - Applicants must be a maximum of 10 years post award of PhD or DM, exclusive of career breaks or less than full-time working, details of which should be provided in the relevant section of the application form.

Scientific Project Summary
The ‘Scientific Project Summary’ will be assessed using the following criteria. Each carry equal weight.
· Quality of science
· Innovativeness of proposal and potential for future impact      
· Track record of applicant for their stage of career
· Feasibility/cost effectiveness of project 


	Details of Applicant

	Name
	

	Position
	
	ORCiD
	

	Email address
	
	UoS Faculty
	

	PhD / DM completion date (month and year)
	
	Mobile
	

	Co-applicant(s) (full name and Faculty)
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk88671212]Summary of Primary Applicant’s Career history including details of any career breaks or periods of less than full time working
(200 Words maximum)
	







	[bookmark: _Hlk180850465]Current research. Please provide a summary of the research projects you are currently involved in including project title, PI name and short description. (200 words maximum)

	








	Current commitments. Please provide a summary of how you plan to manage the project with your other ongoing commitments. (200 words maximum)

	









	Project Title (150 characters maximum)

	




	Lay summary of project (200 words MAXIMUM – applications that exceed this limit will be REJECTED)

	



	Confirm whether your current post will cover the duration of the proposed project.

	Yes ☐   No ☐    
If your current post is due to end prior to the project completion date please document continuity plans for the project. (200 words maximum)







	Scientific Project Summary (600 words MAXIMUM – applications exceeding this will be REJECTED)

	To include a project plan, why this is innovative, where the research might lead, and how this fits Wessex Medical Research Strategy (https://www.wesmed.org.uk/grants/) 
Note - graphs / Gantt chart / pictures / charts / preliminary data etc. can be included on a separate page under the ‘Optional graphs / Gantt chart / …’ section of the application form. 

	


















	Word count  = 
Note - Scientific Project Summary must be a maximum of  600 words. Applications that exceed the word limit will be rejected.

	References 












	Applications involving the use of animals should explain how the project has considered replacing, reducing and refining the use of animals (max 200 words)
If your proposed work involves the use of animals, justify the use of the species proposed and explain why no realistic non-animal alternatives exist. Please describe any plans to reduce bias such as blinding or randomisation if appropriate. A justification of the proposed sample size must be given along with details of the planned statistical analyses. Power calculations should be documented in the section below, if appropriate. Please refer to Responsibility in the Use of Animals in Bioscience Research for further information.
Applications that do not involve the use of animals should enter N/A in the box below.

	















	Sample size and power calculations (max 200 words)
Where relevant provide details of sample size and power calculations;
· show clearly how effect sizes have been calculated and justify how they are relevant
· demonstrate that statistical power calculations are grounded in justifiable and explicit assumptions about both anticipated effect size and variability of the experimental effects
· if statistical power calculations cannot reasonably be applied, applicants should provide a principled explanation of the choice of numbers
· explanations based solely in terms of ‘usual practice’ or with reference solely to previously published data will not be considered an adequate justification
Applications where this section is not relevant should enter N/A in the box below.

	






	Career plans if successful with this application. (max 200 words)

	

















	Optional graphs / charts / pictures / Gantt chart / preliminary data (one page maximum)

	


























	Budget – Please provide details of consumables, equipment and any other costs being applied for. Applicants should note the finance related comments included in the award notification from WMR.

	






	The outline budget must be approved by the University Research Finance Hub on Worktribe.

	Worktribe record number
	
	Date Worktribe record has been fully approved
	






	Potential reviewers

	Names, up to date postal and email addresses of five individuals external to the University of Southampton who are familiar with the intended area of research and who might be approached to peer review the Project.*  

	Reviewer 1 Title, name, postal and email address
	

	Reviewer 2 Title, name, postal and email address
	

	Reviewer 3 Title, name, postal and email address
	

	Reviewer 4 Title, name, postal and email address
	

	Reviewer 5 Title, name, postal and email address
	



GDPR - Personal Data Declaration
If the recipient of your information is based outside of the UK and is not based in a country which offers equivalent protections for personal data then your data can only be transferred with your explicit and informed consent. This will only occur during the peer review process of your grant application and, prior to such transfer, we are required by law to inform you of:
1. the identity of the receiver, or the categories of receiver;
1. the country or countries to which the data is to be transferred;
1. why we need to make a restricted transfer;
1. the type of data to be transferred;
1. that you are able to withdraw consent; and
1. the possible risks involved in making a transfer to a country which does not provide adequate protection for personal data and without any other appropriate safeguards in place.
The first four points are covered by the information you submit to us on this form and we also require you to signify your understanding and acceptance of points five and six. You are able to withdraw your consent to the transfer at any time prior to the transfer being made. We do not have any safeguards in place for international transfers within the meaning of UK data protection law and rely upon your explicit consent to make such transfers to your nominated peer reviewer(s). The risks involved in making a transfer to a country which does not provide adequate protection for personal data may be significant depending upon the recipient country that you nominate, and include (but are not limited to) a lower level of statutory protection, access or misuse by unauthorised third parties, access by the recipient state, a lower level of standard commercial practice in respect of data security, and/or a reduced ability to enforce any of your rights in respect of your personal data.
By marking this tickbox and submitting this document by way of a formal application, you will be deemed to have agreed to all these matters and provided your explicit consent to the transfer of your personal data described above. 
Tick box ☐






	Ethical approval 
Confirmation that the University’s policies on ethics and the treatment of animals (where relevant) will be strictly adhered to.**  

	Applicants are reminded that ALL projects involving human or animal tissue or data MUST be registered and APPROVED on ERGO prior to the start of research.
All applicants MUST indicate their acceptance of the two statements below.
“I confirm that the project will be registered on the University’s Ethics and Research Governance Online (ERGO) system and that approvals will be obtained where necessary. For studies involving humans, their tissue or data additional approval will be required from NRES or the Faculty of Medicine Ethics Committee.”
Yes  /  No   (delete as appropriate)

For research involving animals or their tissues (including for work carried out external to the university) additional approval may be required from the Home Office for work covered under ASPA or the Animals committee of the AWERB*** for work that is not covered under ASPA.

 “I confirm that the project will comply with the University of Southampton’s policy on the use of animals.” https://www.southampton.ac.uk/awerb/policy.page   
Yes  /  No   (delete as appropriate)

**WMT is a member of the Association of Medical Research Charities and supports its statement on the use of animals in research. See: http://www.amrc.org.uk/publications/statement-on-the-use-of-animals-in-research 
*** The Animal Welfare and Ethical Review Body (AWERB) oversees the use of animals for research at the University of Southampton. AWERB acts to ensure that all use of animals is carefully considered and justified; that proper account is taken of all possibilities for replacement, reduction and refinement (the 3Rs); and ensure that appropriate standards of accommodation and care are met. All animal related activity must be scrutinised through the University AWERB ethical and scientific review process before it can commence.



	Declaration on the use of AI

	Have any generative AI tools been used when completing this application? 
Yes  /  No   (delete as appropriate)

	If yes, please clearly attribute outputs from generative AI tools used in this application. 
List the generative AI source and where possible name the specific model/s and software used and specify how the content was generated (such as listing the prompt used).

	




	[bookmark: _Hlk213489754]Faculty Endorsement – Sign-off by Deputy Head of School for Research (DHoSR)
To confirm endorsement of your application please obtain sign-off by your School Deputy Head of School for Research. 
Electronic signatures are acceptable.

	DHoSR Name
	Signature
	Date
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